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SECOND EDITION. 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF HOM@0O- 
PATHY. 


It is desirable that Physicians of’our School, 


from every part of the United States, should 
assemble in Philadelphia on the {3th inst., 
to attend the annual meeting of the “ Ameri- 
can Institute’ of Homeopathy.” It is import. 
ant that there should e a large attendance on | 


this occasion, to help to counteract those vile | 


from investigating its high claims by inex- 
cusale supineness. 

The publication of the proceedings of the 
coming session of the Institute, together with 
the nares of its members, will be commenced 
in the next number of this Journal. 


oe 


ATTENUATION OF DRUGS. 


We have read “if the Homeopathists 
would give up the infinitessimal doses of 
drugs, Physicians by hundreds would not he- 
sitate to acknowledge almost every thing else 
of their school. And if we remember right it 
was asserted, that this foolish doctrine had 
stood in the way of the progress of reform in 
the healing art.” Very likely this may be 
true. But shall we yield one part of the 
-« | truth, to induce a belief in another pari of it ‘ 
especially when a belief in the one, and a de- 
nia! of the other would render the whole use- 
less. 

It is to us a matter of astonishment that this 
‘subject should receive soxmuch opposition ; 
| while phenomena no less mysterious, and 
'which clearly illustrate this very doctrine, 





jand of which no one has the least doubt, ar 
constantly in the experience of every person. 
| Consider, light, heat, electricity, galvanism, 
imesmerism, thoughts, miasms, life and the 
Creator himself; and we contend that the 
conviction will be irresistible that quan‘iy i 


slanders which have been propagated by ene- | not essential to the exhibition of power. Mf this 


mies of reform. This, as well as other consi- 
derations in which our intevests as individuals, 


principle be true, then the doctrine of the at. 


tenuation of drugs cannot be overthrown 


and the ‘great cause ofreform in the healing | Let us look a little farther into this importan: 


art are concerned, should stimulate every 
member of the Institute,and also those who 


may desire tobecome meinbers of this Institu- | 


tion, to be present at that time. As hommo- 
pathy is no longer a doubtful system with 
those who have properly studied it, its adyo- 
cates should be careful not to deter others 


subject. 


If the attenuation of drugs as prac 
tised by our school be a question of the divi 
sion of matter; then, that well established 
principle in philosophy comes in, and de 
clares that we know of no limit to the divi- 
sibility of matter. Again: If it involves the 
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out quantity? then, we refer to the subjects 
above enumerated, and will extend our re- 
marks bya reference to miasms. If we consi- 
der the small pox miasm, we have this fact, 
that those who are innoculated uniformly have 
the disease “in a mild form. Now in these 
cases the virus is not attenuated. On the 
contrary, if a person susceptible of this miasm 
inhale the air, as he passes a house where this 
disease is ; or if he resides in the neighbour- 
hood of it, he will become affected, and from 
the inception of the disease to its termination, 
it will be violent in comparison with that by 
innoculation, The conclusion is therefore 
that this miasm when attenuated is more effi- 
cacious than when not. No Physician of any 
experience in small pox can doubt the trath 
of the above statement. Take a coat, that 
may have hung in the room of a person af- 
fected with smal] pox, and place it in the open 
air, and let the wind blow upon it for weeks; 
and then allow a person who may be suscep- 
tible to this miasm, to approach it, and ‘ ohale 
the air about it, and the disease willbe deve- 
loped in him. Of what degree think you is 
the attenuation in such a case? And so 
thoroughly convinced are the people on this 
subject, that was it not for the confidence 
they have in the antidotal effects of the cow 
poz, they would do, as they did in former 
years, burn up the beds, bedding and clothes 
of the sick, or bury them deep in the ground ; 
for it was the settled conviction in the minds 
of all (except some gross minded Physicians, 
who could believe nothing but what they 
could see, feel, hearor taste) that the small 
pox poison could never be so attenuated as to 
destroy its virulence; and to some extent 
their experience had confirmed it. 

In our next we shall take up the intermit- 
tent fever miasm to illustrate this same sub- 
ject. 

OBJECTIONS TC HOMC:OPATHY 
CONSIDERED. 

We read in a late publication of our city, 
‘‘ Hahnemann urged the necessity of collect- 
ing the ‘totality of the phenomena of disease, 
and of the effects of drugs ; but in his time the 
study of Pathological anatomy was in its in- 
fancy, and he turned his attentionalmost ex- 
clusively to the study of the symptoms.” 

This is not the first time, we ‘have had from 
the same source the assertion that Habne- 
mann knew little or nothing of pathological 
anatomy ; and the reason assigned for this ig- 





norance is, that in his day it “ was in its in- 
fancy. To us this statement seems remarka- 
ble, for Hahnemann lived and was in the dis- 
charge of the active duties of his profession, 
until about three years ago; and if pathologi- 
cal anatomy has grown from “ infancy” to 
maturity within the last three years, we are 
not aware of it. We think that Hahne- 
mann’s own words will set this matter in its 
true light. We quote from the introduction 
to the Organon. 

“Itwas the boast of the former schoo] of 
medicine, that their doctrine alone deserved 
the title of “ rational art of healing,” because 
it was pretended that they alone sought after 
and removed the morbid cause, and followed 
the traces of nature herself in diseases. Tolle 
causam! cried they continually ; but that was 
all; they seldom went farther than that vain 
exclamation. They talked of being able to 
discover the causes of disease without” suc- 
ceeding in theit pretended attempts; for, by 
far the greater number of diseases being of 
dynamic origin, as well as of a dynamic na- 
ture, and their cause, therefore, not admitting 
of discovery to the senses, they were reduced 
to the necessity ofinventing one. 


By comparing, on the one hand, the norma) 
state of the parts of the dead human body (ana- 
tomy) with the visible changes which these 
parts had undergone in subjects that had died 
of disease, (pathological anatomy,) and on the 
other, the functions of the living body (physi- 
ology) with the endless aberrations to which 
they are subject in the various stages of dis- 
ease, (semeiotics, pathology,) and drawing from 
thence conclusions, relative to the invisible 
manner in which the changes are brought 
about in the interior of man, when in a dis- 
eased state, they succeeded in forming an ob- 
scure and imaginary picture, which theoretic 
medicine regarded as the prima causa morbi, 
which afterwards became the nearest cause, 
and, at the same time, the immediate essence 
of the disease, and even the disease itself ; al- 
though common sense tells us, that the cause 
of any thing can never be, at the same time, 
both the cause and the thing itself. How was 
it then possible, without deceiving themselves, 
to pretend to cure this yet undiscovered in- 
ternal cause, or venture to prescribe for it 
medicines, whose curative tendency was 
equally for the most part unknown to them, 
and more especially to mix up several of 
those unknown substances in what we term 
prescriptions? 3 » . 
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However the sublime project, of discover- 
ing @ priori, some internal invisible cause of 
disease, resolved itself (at least among some 
self-conceited Physicians of the old school) 
into a search guided onward by the symptoms, 
after that which they might presume to be 
the generic character of the existing malacy. 

They endeavoured to find out whether it was 
spasm, debility, or paralysis, fever or inflam- 
mation, induration or obstruction, in some one 
of the parts ; excess of blood, (plethora,) or 
increase or deficiency of oxygen, carbon, hy- 
drogen, or nitrogen, in the fluids ; exaltation 
or depression of vitality in the arterial, ve- 
nous, or capilliary systems ; a defect of relative 
proportion in the factors of sensibility, of irri- 
tability, or of nutrition. These conjectures, 
honored by the existing school with the name 
of Causal Indication, and regarded by them as 
the only rational part of medicii.e, were too 
hypothetical and fallacious, to be of any per- 
manent utility in practice, and insvflicient 
(even if they had any just foundation) to point 
out the best remedy in any particular case of 
disease. It is true, they were flattering to the 
self-love of the learned inventor, but acting on 
them only led him farther astray, and showed 
that there was more of ostentation in the pur- 
suit;than any reasonable hope of being able to 
profit by it, or arrive at the real curative indi- 
cation. Theold school regarded all the so- 
lids and fluids which had become changed by 
disease, (those in-normal substances, turges- 
cent or secreted,) as the exciting cause of the 
disorder ; or, at Jeast, om account of their 
supposed re-action, they were cc -idered to be 
the cause which kept up disease, and this 
latter opinicn is adhered to, even at the pre- 
sent day.” 

From this we should judge Hahnemann 
was very far from being ignorant of pathologi- 
cal anatomy in “ its infancy” and in its matu- 
rity, and also that he very well understood 
what use to make of it. 

The same writer in the above publication 
says: “ The Homeopathists as a body have 
been accused again and again, with some 
justice, of being mere symptomatologists. It 
becomes them to prove that they are not so; 
it becomes them to dothis, not merely to gain 
the scientific regard of the pathologicat school, 
but because the exact application of the ho- 
meeopathic method also requires it.” 

We have often been amused at the high 
pretensions of these ‘pathological school” 
gentlemen. Does the writer of the above 
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suppose that any oneof Hahnemann’s disci- 
ples could for a moment allow, that the treat- 
ment of diseases would be advanced one step by 
the ‘‘scientific regard of the pathological 
school ?” 

It is indeed necessary to “ the exact appli- 
cation of the homeopathetic method” thatwe 
should have the ‘* scientific regard of the pa- 
thological school ;” or is it only necessary to 
secure this object, to show that we are not 
“ mere symptomatologists.” sf 

If it means the latter then the time for 
“the “exact application of the homm@opathic 
method”’ has arrived : and we congratulated 
all the sick in the universe, for they may come 
and be cured. But if it means the former— 
alas ! for home@opathy—she is gone, as sure as 
it is necessary to have the “ scientific regard 
of the pathological school” to enable her to be 
** exact” in her “ application” to the cure of 
diseases. 

The writer of the above, does not seem to 
know the meaning ofthe term “ symptomato- 
logists.” And in the next place, he does not 
seem to be aware that it is not the duty of our 
school by the rules of controversy which we 
believe are well established, “ to prove that 
they are not” symptomatologists ; but on the 
contrary it is the duty of himself and those of 
his school to show that they are so. 

But as our readers may desire information 
on this point we will quote again from Hah- 
nemann, by which they may learn the 
meaning of the term, and also his disapproval 
of that method of the treatment of diseases ; 
he says “not knowing at times what plan to 
adopt in disease, Physicians have till now en- 
deavoured to suppress or annihilate some one 
of the various symptoms which appeared. 
This method which is known by the name of 
the sympiomatic, has very justly excited uni- 

ersal contempt, not only because no advan- 
eis derived from it,but because it gives 
rise to many bad consequences, A single ex- 
isting symptom is no more the disease itself 
than a singleleg constitutes the entire of the 
human body. This method isso much the 
more hurtful in its effects, that in attacking an 
isolated symptom, they make use solely of an 
opposite remedy, (that is to say, of antipathics 
or palliatives) so that after an amendment of 
short duration the evil burst forth again worse 
than before.” 
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HOMCOPATHY, ALLOPATH” AND 
YOUNG PHYSIC. 


BY JAMES M. QUIN, M. D. 


Fifty years ago the word hom@opathy was 
for the first time lisped in an obscure town in 
Germany, and, from that time to this, the sci- 
ence designated by that word has spread with 
lightning spve:! to the remotest corners of Eu- 
rope, and has penetrated the forests of America, 
even to the Rocky Mountains. 

Fifty years ago, to express a belief of the 
truth of this derided science, was to bring on 
the rash believer’s head the anathemas of the 
schools, andthe proscriptions of legal enact- 
ments, and to subject him to the charge of 
iserman mysticism, at that time synonymous 
almost with being leagued with the foul fiend. 

At first, Contempt, silent and dignified ; 
next, Ridicule, noisy and confident; at 
length, Envy a her offspring, Falsehood, 
have sought, e¢ in its turn to crush the in- 
fant rebel against hoary-headed usage. 

Fifty hears have passed, and lo ! the change! 
The houseless wanderer thrown upon the 
tender mercies of a selfish world, to battle 
with the pampered minion of twenty centu- 
ries, in the words of Dr Forbes, “comes be- 
fore us now, not in the garb of a suppliant, un- 
known and helpless, but as a conqueror, pow- 
erful, famous and triumphant. The disciples 
of Hahnemann are spread over the whole ci- 
vilized world. There is nota town of any 
considerable size in Germany, France, Italy, 
England or America, that does not boast of 
possessing one or more homeopathic physi- 
cians, not afew of whom are men of high re- 
spectability and learning; many of them in 
large practice and patronized especially by 
persons of high rank. New books on home- 
opathy issue in abundance! from the p 
and journals exclusively devoted to its cause 
are printed and widely circulated in Europe 
and America. Numerous hospitals and dis- 
pensaries for the treatment of the poor on the 
new system have been established, many of 
which publish reports blazoning its success, 
net merely in warin phrases, but in the hard 
words and harder figures of statistical tables. 
The very fact of the publication of a ¢hird 
edition of such a large and expensive work as 
Dr Laurie’s (8 vo. pp. 576, London, 1846) 
proves how widely the practice is spread 
among the public generally. The last tri- 
pmph, which homeopathy has achieved, is 





the conversion of Dr. Henderson, the Profes- 
sor of Pathology in the University of Edin- 
brugh from the old faith.” 

In our own city, where ten years ago there 
were not as many homeopathic physicians, 
the Homeopathic Society now numbers be- 
tween 40 and 50 members, while the number 
throughout the United States cannot be less 
than 700 ; and within the last year, severa! 
important works have issued from the press ; 
among them, translations of Hahnemann’s 
Chronic Diseases, and Materia Medica; Ba- 
ninghausen’s Treatise on Intermittent Fever , 
Ruckert’s Therapeutics and Hertmann’s re- 
medies. We have also a monthly journal, 
the Examiner, and one published in the wes- 
tern part of this state. The ablest periodical, 
however, in English, is decidedly the British 
Journal of Homeopathy, edited by Drs, Drys- 
da‘e of Liverpool, and Russell of Edinburgh 
in srench there have been published since 
the year 1833, seven different yournals, which 
have contributed during that period nearly 40 
volumes. In German we have the Hygec, 
now in its 20th volume; the Allgemeine Ho- 
meopatische Zeitung, now in its Wth vo- 
lume ; the Archiv, in its 2ist volume, and the 
Austrian Journal of Homaopathy, recently 
established at Vienna by Fleischmann, of 
which three numbers have been published, 
containing about 650 pages. 

Among the distinguished men in ‘various 
parts of the world who have engaged in the 
investigation of the truth of the Homeopathic 
law, we may mention Professor d’Amador, of 
the University of Montpelier; Professor J. 
W. Arnold, late of the University of Zurich ; 
Professor Henderson, of the University of 
Edinburgh, and Professor Andral, of the Pa- 
risian School of Medicine, all of whom, ex- 
cepting the last, have declared in favor of Ho- 
meopathy. The opponents of Homeopathy 
refer with great satisfaction to the experi- 
ments of Andral, undertaken, as they were, 
by authority of the A~wemie de Medicine of 
Paris. The unfairness and incorrectness of 
these experiments have been so often proved, 
that we will not here repeat them, but merely 
show from Professor Andral’s own testimony, 
his unfitness for the task he undertook, Dr. 
Curie, in his Principles of Homeopathy, says : 
—‘ Aashort time indeed previous to the dis- 
cussion of the question of Homm@opathy by the 
Academie de Medicine, Dr Andral mentioned 
in course of conversation with the author of 
this work, that although he had directed his 








i 
‘ 
g 





= 
attent 
made 
that } 
volve 
Dr Au 
scare 
pachi 
tence 
woul 
demn 
the fi 
DrA 
“B 
whic 
he ha 
of ho 
wron 
ploye 
Archi 
Tom 
comn 


decis 
Ou 


nion: 
most 
Hom 
whic! 
conta 
and 
capti 
Your 
of sev 
sor EF 
pathi 
states 
Teade 
ment 
ject, ' 
and v 
us SO! 
the p 
_ 
claim 
rema 
rope, 
and a 


Of 

te I 
cand) 
fera 
extra 
desce 
tator 
medi 
ed it, 
mote 
porta 
of thi 








a 
! 
ie 


ear Opies TBARS Ui ber SC 








THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOM(EOPATHY, 15 











attention to t+: subject, his mind was not! any promulgated since the days of Galen 


made up as to its merits, and frankly avowed | himself, 


that he knew very little about the practice in- 
volved in the new doctrines. How thencould 
Dr Andral, who acknowledged that he had 
scarcely acquired the elements of Homeo- 
pathic practice, venture to pronounce sen- 
tence on these doctrines? What opinion 
would be formed of a jury, which should con- 
demn before it made itself acquainted with 
the facts ofa case? Yet such precisely was 
Dr Andral’s position. 

“Bat there is a tact to be stated here 
which is perfectly decisive as to Dr. Andralj 


he had absolutely no guide in the prescription | 


of homeopathic medicmes, and he made a 
wrong application of every one that he em- 
ployed, as has been clearly shown in the 
Archives de la Medicine Homeopathique, 
Tome premier, No.1, for July, 1534. No 
comments or details can add force to this 


decisive fact.” ' 
Our present purpose is to show the opi- 


nions ofan Allopathic physician, one of the 


most eminent of his school, en the subject of | 


Homeopathy. Dr. Forbe’s article, from 
which the following extracts are taken, is 
contained in the XLI. number of the British 
and Foreign Medical Review, under the 
caption 
Young Physic,” and professes to be a review 
of several works, and among them of Profes- 


sor Henderson’s “ Jnquiry into the Homeo- ' 
y 


pathic Practice of Medicine.’ The reviewer 
states his intention to be ‘to lay before our 


readers some hasty sketches, and some frag- | 


mentary views relating to the general sub- 
ject, which have long occupied our thoughts, 
and which are now, as it were, forced from 
us somewhat suddenly and prematurely by 
the perusal of Dr Henderson’s book.” 

we have not been unaware of its 
claims to attention, nor regardless of is 
remarkable progress in every country of Eu- 
rope, both as asystem of medical doctrine, 
and a system of medical practice.” 





Of Hahnemann, the reviewer says : 


“No careful observer of his actions or 
candid reader of his writings, can hesitate 
feramoment to admit, that he was a ve! 
extraordinary man; one whose naime will 
descend to posterity as the exclusive excogi- 
tator and founder of an original system of 
medicine, as ingenious as many that preced- 
ed it, and destined, probably, to be the re- 
mote, if not the immediate cause of more im- 
portant fundamental changes in the practice 
of the heating art, than have resulted from 





““Homeopathy, Allopathy and} 


ldahnemann was undoubtedly « 
man of genius andascholar; aman of in 
defatigable industry, of undoubted energy 


| In the history of medicine his name will ap 


| pear in the same list with those of the great- 
est systematists ; unsurpassed by few in the 

originality and ingenuity of his views, su- 
perior to most in having substantiated anc 
earried out his doctrines into actual and 
most extensive practice.” 

One of the greatest stumbling-blocks im the 
| way ofthe Allopathic non-believers is the 
doctrine of the infinitesimal doses. In the 
consideration of this part of the subject, Dr 
Forbes descends from the elevated and digni- 
fied position of a reviewer, and has recourse 
to the reductio ad absurdum argument, by en- 
tering into an arithmetical calculation of the 
quantity of matter in the thirtieth dilution. 
How much matter I would ask these materi! 
gentiemen, is there in the body of light 
which daily reaches us fromthesun? That 
luminary is ninety-six millions (96,000,000 
of miles distant from the earth, and light tra 
vels that distance in six minutes, Of what 
| quantity of matter is it composed, when nei- 
| ther its Volume nor the impetus it acquires in 

travelling such an immense distance, at so 

inconceivably rapid a rate, produces the 
| slightest ill effects as it impinges on the del: 
‘cate expansion of the optic nerve? How 
/much substance is there in the electric and 
| galvanic flaids? and yet the former is, per- 
haps, the most powerful agent in nature! Is 
quantity then necessary for the exhibition ot 
power? Wecan all feel the genial inflv- 
,ence of heat and appreciate its destructive 
| power ; yet, who has ever seen the matter 

of heat, or, as chemists cail it, caloric ? How 
|much does it weigh? In all those diseases 
which are propagated by atmospheric infix. 
ences, commonly called contagious or infec- 
tious diseases, as the plague, yellow-fever, 
&c., what is the amount of noxious matter 
j inhaled, which is sufficient, nevertheless, to 
produce the most loathsome diseases and the 
most frightful deaths? Why, Chemistry, 
with all its boasted powers of analysis, has 
‘never been able to detect ithe slightest devia- 
tion crom the normal standard, and yet every 
breeze may come charged with disease and 
\death. From a veryclever work on the sub- 
ject of Elome@opathy, recently published in 

London, written by M. B. Sampson, under 
the superintendence of the English Home@o- 
| pathic Association, Lord Grosvengr, Presi- 
| dent, we make the following extract. 

(To be Continued.) 
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KNOWLEDGE OF HOMEOPATHY. 


It seems to us remarkable that allopathic 
physicians should continue to publish, that 
that a few hours, or a few days study is 
enough to qualify any one of ordinary intel- 
ligence, to practice homeopathy ; at the same 
time they show an utter ignorance of it 
themselves. To attain a knowledge of ho- 
mcopathy, must needs require much patient 
study ; and that,'too, by those who have been 
thoroughly instructed in all the branches 
usually taught in our medical colléges, ex- 
cept the materia medica and therapeutics. 
Another point should be understood by every 
member of the profession, which is, that he- 
meopathy contemplates almost exclusively 
a pure materia medica, and a true system of 
therapeutics. The essential difference, 
therefore, between the old and the new 
school, consists in an entire rejection by the 
latter, of the materia medica, and therapeu- 
tics of the former. Homeopathy embraces 
every thing that is known of diseases as re- 
cognised by allopathy. Every fact which 
can be ascertained of diseases, may be used 
by the homeopathic practitioner; and he 
must, if he reasonably expects success in the 
cure of the sick, enter upon a most thorough 
and minute examination of each case of 
disease he may be called upon to treat. And 
this, to an extent far beyond what is neces- 
sary or practiced by the allopathic practi. 
tioner. Itis a fact, that we @o not fear to 
declare, that the most learned and expe- 
rienced in allopathy would find it an ex- 
ceedingly arduous task to take a record of 
a case of disease so as to select the remedy in 
accordance with the law similia similibus. 
Ifany one doubt it, let him try it. Let it, 
therefore, be remembered that homeopathy 
aims essentially at a pure materia medica» 
and at atrue system of therapeutics. And 
while the allopathic school is engaged with 
laudable industry, and with extraordinary 
ability and learning in extending the know- 
ledge of the true science of diseases ; the ho- 
m@opathic school is engaged with equal in- 
dustry, and with equal ability and learning, 
to furnish, so far as it is practicable, a per- 
fect materia medica, and a true system of 
therapeutics. If this be so, and we assert it 
is, why then should the two schools wrangle ? 
Why reproach one another? Do not both 
aim to segure the same object? The relief 
of suffering humanity—the cure of the sick ? 





Whatever may have happened under similar 
circumstances years ago in other countries, 
in this country, and in this century it is out 
of place, for members of the medical profes- 
sion to indulge in recrimination towards 
each other, on account of a difference of 
opinion in regard to medical science. A!) 
our quarrels in this respect go to convince 
the lookers on, that our art is imperfeci, and 
should not be relied upon with full confi- 
dence ; and while we are hot in unworthy 
disputations, which cannot profit, and ot 
which we ought to be ashamed, the sick, in 
disgust of as, fly in despair-;to quack doc- 
tors or the advertised quack medicines. 





LAWS OF HEALTP 


If the attainment of a knoy e of the 
laws upon which health and li vends be 
possible, it is certainly most ratic ‘0 seek 


it; and yet it is too often the case with those 
who$seek to develope and propagate these 
laws, as it always is with the student of true 
rational and practical philosophy, when he 
presents any new facts or principles in na- 
ture or art; though his discoveries may be of 
incalculable value to mankind, there are 
those assuming to hold exclusive possession 
of the temple of science, who find sneers and 
scoffs their most ready answer. 

Such has ever been the reception by those 
interested in venerable systems of error, ac- 
corded to all the great discoveries of the hu- 
man mind, so that jeers and ridicule have be- 
come some evidence of the truth of a new 
doctrine ; at least, they afford reason for sus- 
pectiag the truth of what is thus opposed. 

Hahnemann in discovering a great law of 
nature, upon which the cure of disease al- 
ways, and life itself often depends, has en- 
rolled his name upon the records of immor- 
tality; it will be seen therein brighter and 
broader characters as the future advances, 
and the reflected light oftruth is less ob- 
scured by the mists of ignorance, prejudice, 
and selfishness. 

Upon the principles established by him, in 
connection with other natural laws, will be 
based the means of health and the art of 
cure, a system harmonious and complete, be- 
yond and above the narrow results of expe- 
riments upon diseases, or the palliation of 
disorders growing out of inattention to, or 
positive abuse of, the condition of health. kh 
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embraces the whole range of the moral and 
physical constitution and its relations; the 
dynamic influences that disturb, and the spe- 
cific agents that restore it. Upon a less 
broad foundation should not, and upon less 
true and rational principles, cannot the art of 
health and cure be established, and the sci- 
ence of medicine attain what all sciences 
must necessarily have, fixed and acknow- 
ledged principles. We speak of the laws of 
health and of cure of disease in connection, 
inasmuch as acontinuance of the one and 
the eradication of the other are alike depend- 
ent upon natural laws. 

A man in health must obey its laws in or- 
der to secure its continuance; a man dis- 
eased must not only do this, but he must come 
under the influence of still other laws in or- 
der to regain health. 


BICHROMATE OF POTASH IN 
CROUP. 


The Homeopathic Examiner for March, 
1846, has an interesting paper by Dr. W. E. 
Payne, of Bath, Me., on the use of lchro- 
romate of potash in membranous croup. We 
extract the following : 

Case 1. ** Boy of two years; had enjoyed 
good health up to the time of this attack. A 
slight difficulty of breathing, when the mouth 
was closed, owing to one nostril being ob- 
structed with a plug of mucus, was observa- 
ble. Pulse irregular and _ intermittent. 
There was a slight elevation of the tempera- 
tareof the skin. Otherwise the child ap- 
peared well. He was lively and playful. 
This state continued for three or four days 
without any perceptible change, except the 
appearance ofa few small sores below the 
nostrils, which were somewhat moist. On 
the evening ofthe third or fourth day there 
was, evidently, a change or increase of the 
disease. The respiration, though not hard, 
could be heard distinctly in any part of the 
toom when the child made a deep inspira- 
tion. This did not seem to proceed, as be- 
fore, from the obstructed nostril, though this 
remained the same, but from some difficulty 
about the larynx. The child would fre- 
quently carry his hand to his throat and put 
his fingers into his mouth. On the following 
day ths difficulty of breathing had evidently 
increased. On applying the ear to the neck 
a whistling sound was apparent, like that 
which may be produced by the passage of 





air through a metallic tube. Voice hoarse. 
Cough not frequent, but hoarse, dry and 
barking or crowing. The child was restless, 
sleepless, and refused to drink apparently be- 
cause deglutition was painful. The tonsils 
and upper part of the larynx were red and 
swollen, and about the fauces was a small 
quantity of tenacious mucus, After the first 
day of invasion the child could swallow his 
drinks without difficulty, and was thirsty. 
As the disease progressed the difficulty of 
breathing gradually increased, causing a 
Strong action of the abdominal muscles, the 
muscles of the neck and shoulder-blades. 
The head was inclined backwards. The 
shrill whistling respiratory sound increased, 
together with a tearing sound like that pro- 
duced by a saw running through a dry 
board. The cough was mostly dry, but oc- 
casionaly sounded loose and rattling. It 
however grew less and less distinct, until to- 
wards the close of the disease it amounted to 
little more than a grunt. The child would be 
carried to and fro continually—not one mo- 
ment would he allow his parents to sit with 
him. The breath became very offensive, and 
this offensiveness increased to an intolerant 
degree as the disease advanced. The plug 
of mucus remained in the nostrils, but the 
herpetic sores gradually dried away. The 
temperature of the skin was rather below 
than above the naivral standard. During 
the last day or two of the disease the child 
was inclined to stupor. Though these 
symptoms gradually increased, yet there was 
occasional remissions: the breathing became 
less difficult, and the whole general appear- 
ance of the child was much better; but this 
apparent giving way of the disease lasted 
only forashort time. The breathing could 
be heard often in the street. 

In my search for remedies in this case, I 
could find none that appeared to me to be ho- 
meopathic. Neither Acon., Spong., Iod., 
Phos., or Bell., seemed to cover the case. 
ButI knew of no remedies that presented a 
fairer prospect of success, so I began the 
treatment with Acon., hoping to gain some 
power over the local inflammation. But I 
could perceive no effect. Acon. was fol- 
lowed by Spong., but still no effect. Then 
Acon. and Spong. in alternation. Then 
Hep. ; and afterwards Hep. and Spong. alter- 
nately, but Ecould perceive no more effect 
than if these medicines had remained in my 
ease. I then gave Jod. according to the me- 
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thod of Dr Koch. Still the disease went on 
without interruption. Phos. was equally tin- 
efficient.” 

This case terminated fatally. A short 
time after Dr. Payne had another case, in 
which he says, “ the symptons were precisely 
like the above, with the difference only; the 
difficulty of breathing increased rather more 
rapidly, and the cough rather more frequent. 
The character of the cough and respiration 
was alike in both cases. The gradual ap- 
proach and increase of disease were simi- 
lar; the temperature of the skin and fre- 
quency of pulse were alike ; in both cases 
the nostril of the left side contained a plug 
of elastic mucus, and the general appear- 
ance of the children was in every way simi- 
lar. In this case I used Ka). Bich. 6, one 
drop in a tumbler half filled with rain water ; 
and; a teaspoonful of this was given every 
five hours. A small patch of linen was wet 
with cold water, and laid upon the throat. 
The difficulty of breathing was much in- 
creased during the first eight hours of the 
treatment, but after this period it became less 
and less difficult, ultil it assumed almost its 
natural character. The hoarseness, how- 
ever, remained, together with the barking 
cough, after Kali Bich. had effected all that 
it appeared capable of dcing. The latter 
symptoms were removed in three or four 
days, by Hep. Sulph. repeated morning and 
evening. 

Iam aware that the use of the wet linen to 
the neck may possibly render the effects of 
Kali Bich. somewhat doubtful, though I do 
not attribute the good effect to the linen that 
might have been fairly attributable, if its ap- 
plication had been carried to the extent that 
a hydropathist would have required. And 
what would render the good effects of the wet 
linen still more doubiful in my estimation, is 
the fact that, since treating the above case, I 
have treated my own child, for a similar at- 
tack, with Kali Bich. without the use of the 
wet linen. 

My attention was drawn to the use of Kali 
Bich. as a remedy im croup after losing the 
above case, by reading Dr. Drysdale’s prov- 
ing of this remedy in «he British Journal of 
Homeopathy. It may be seen that Dr Drys- 
dale gives in his “Summary cf Pathological 
appearances produced by Bichromate of 
Potash,” the following under the head, “ Re- 
spiratory apparatus. The air passages were 
constantly lined with a thick ropy muco-pu- 





tulent fluid, when death was delayed beyond 
several days. In some instances the tracha 
was lined with a complete false membrane, 
The epiglottis, rima glottidis, trachea and 
bronchia were at different times deeply in- 
jected. The lungs were generally healthy, 
and presented a remarkable contrast to the 
highly inflamed bronchia.” 





Tae Homa@opatmic Pioness is published 
at Syracuse, New-York, and is edited by Drs. 
H. Hott Caron and L. M. Tracy. We 
have reason to believe that it is doing much 
to spread the knowledge of ourart. The fol- 
lowing case is taken from the “ Pioneer,” 
and we insert it in our Journal, believing it 
willserve to illustrate the practice of allopa- 
thy, of which we are desirous the public 
should have some knowledge. And it is 
not often we can secare reported cases of 
treatment of that school so minute in the 
details. The “Pioneer” says, “ As illus- 
trative of the candor and liberality with 
which we have made the selection ; we may 
state, that the practitioner in the case was Dr. 
J. T. Pitney, of Cayuga county, one of great 
experience and superior allopathic attain- 
ments, and whose practice brings into full 
requisition all the highest and most recondite 
resources of the system. Not long since he 
delivered before the medical society of his 
county, and caused to be pubi:shed, an elabo- 
rate address, replete with disparaging invec- 
tive against homeopathy and its practition- 
ers as being all sorts of quackery and hum- 
bugs. 

Aware that he had previovsly been physi- 
cian to the Auburn State Prison, and that he 
was then required to enter in a public record 
the disease and treatment of each of his pa- 
tients, we deemed ihe occasion and opportu- 
nity fitting ‘o obtain a sample of his thera- 
peuties as indicative of his conceptions of true 
medical science. 

The extract below is literal from his en- 
tries. We have given, in his words, “ the 
swange eventful history” of the case of Abram 
Armstrong from its trivial origin, “ A pain 
in the side,” through all the protean shapes 
of disease and its ingenious medley of treat- 
ment to its speedy and final grand catas- 
trophe of chronic hepatitis, latent pneumonia, 
and death. People after that may be found 
credulous enough to believe that the bleeding, 
blisterirg, and drugging exhibited, were 
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quite innocent of the patient’s death, and that 
allopathy is a pure and sublimated science. 
Let it, at all events, be remembered as the 
Antipodes of Homeopathy, and if such is al- 
lopathy in the hands of the erudite, saga- 
cious, and distinguished, what are the hopes 
of those who fall into the hands of its infe- 
rior practitioners ? 


ABRAM ARMSTRONG--COMB 
STORE. 


The original disease, as appears by the me- 
dical record of the prison, was “Pain in the 
side.” From those books we have copied 
and given below, under their respective dates, 
the different diseases and the traatment. 


1842.—Nov. 22.—Pain in Side. Pul. 
Dov.® grs. 8 bis in die.t 

Dec. 2.—Strangury. 1 ox. Salts. 

Dec. 7—Constipation. Pulv. Jal. and 


Cres a Tart. 

Dec. 11.—Debility. Tinct. Columbo 1 dr 
ter in die.* 

Dec. 13.—Catarrb. Pulv. Dov. 8 grs. 

Dec. 17.—Constipation. Laxative pills. 

Dec. 19.—Peritonitis. Phlebotomy 20 oz., 
and Ol. Ricini, low diet, and mucilaginous 
drinks. 

20th. Do. Emplast. Canth., low diet and 
mucilaginous drinks. 

21. Do. Ol. Ricini., (Castor Oil.) low diet. 

22. Do. Emplast. Canth., low diet. 

23. Peritonitis and Stranguary. Spts. Nit. 
and Slippery Elm. 


P Painin Side. Salts 6 drs., and low 
iet. 

25. Peritonitis. Dress. Blister, and give 
Spts. Nit. gttt 30 every four hours. 

26. Do. Laxative pills—discharged from 
hospital. 
a Debility. Tinct. Columbo. 1 dr. ter in 


1843.—January 4. Intermittent Fever. 
Bilious pills ; Emetic. 
5. Nausea. Essence Wintergreen. Came 
to Hospital yesterday afternoon. 
P= Debility. Blue pill, gr. (grain) 1, terin 
ie. 
7. Do. 9 * 
mild diet. 
8. Fever anomalous. Calom. gr. 4, and 
Sulph. Magnesia four heurs after. 
9. Debility. Whiskey sling and Soup 
diet. 
10. Do. Brandy sling and good diet. 
11. Do. “ *« Elix. Vitrial gtts. 
10 ter in die. 





12.Do * * and good diet. 
13.Do “ Elix. Vitriol gtts. 
10 ter in die and soup. 


14. Do. Good diet and no medicine. 

15. Do Continued sour drops and soup 
diet. 

16. Do. Same as yesterday. 

17. Do. Whiskey sling and soup diet. 

18. Do. Tinct. Columbo and Elix Vitriol. 


19.Do - “ " 
and brandy. 
20. Do. Same as yesterday. 


21. Do. Blue pill; Pulv. Rhel; Pulv 
Dov. ; Tinct Columbo. 
22. Cardialgia. Calcined Magnesia. 


93. oc “ ‘a3 and 
mild diet. 

A. “ oe te and 
mild diet. 

25. “ “ ii 

26. a “ “ bis in 
die. 

27. ” Carb. es 

28. s Caicin. s 

29. “ “ as and 
Tinct. Columbo. 

30. “ “ i and 
apply Origanum Lin. to side. 

31. Cardialgia " " ‘ 

Feb. 1. “ a = 

9. a t ts 

3. « “ iis 

4.. “ “ “ 


5. Chronic Hepatitis. Calom. grs. 12, and 
salts if necessary. 

6. Chronic “ no med. but apply 
Emp. Canth. 4 inch. square, and low diet. 

7. Chronic Hepatitis. Phlebotomy 20 oz. 
and Calomel grs. 10, and low diet. 

8. Chronic Hepatitis. Blue pills conti- 
nue; ut hier. 


2 * “ Cont. Blue pill, 
mild diet ; and Fmp. Canth. 

10. Do. Do. « “and 
other means. 

i « Cont. same means. 

= s Cont. Blue pills and 
mild diet. 

= * a Laxat. med.; low 
low diet ; and blue pill. 

_ “ Cont. Blue pills and 
low diet. 

B ¢ ° Phlebot. i2 oz. 

m:. # % Continue same 
means. [i. e. bled i2 ounces !—Ed.} 

17. a“ a a a6 
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18. “ ad it] “ 

19. “ «“ “« “ 

0 « Blue pill and opium. 
improved diet. 3 

=? o * continued: 

2 * e Cont. same means. 

3s * « Blue pill. 

24.¢~«C«S “ Cont. same means, 
with improved diet. 

6 « . Cont. same means. 


26. Debility. A little brandy sling and 
improved diet. 

27. Debility. Brandy sling and good diet. 

sm Decoction of Columbo, 
brandy sling, and Elix. Vitriol. 

March 1. Debility. Columbo infusion, 
brandy and good diet, continned. 

2. Debility. Quinine and Brandy. 


_ a “  Elix. Vitriol, 
and good diet. 
= Cont. same means, 


‘vee “ Brandy and Quinine, 
and rood diet. Cont. ut hier.* 

— Same as yesterday. 

_* Omit tonics and stimu- 
lants, but continued good diet. 

8. Debility. Wine and good diet. 


9. ts Continue same means. 
a Continued good diet. 
ll ts «“ a“ 


12. Debility. Continued good diet. 

13. Pain in side. Laxative medicine. 

14. Debility. Soup Diet. 

15. Chronic Hepatitis. Emp. Canth and 


low diet. 

16. “ ** Continue same means. 

a") 4 “ Taraxacum (extract of 
Dandelion) gr. 1. 

~~ * “ “ grs. 2, bis 
in die. 

i9 « “ Salts 4 drachms. 


On the 20th, Dr. Pitney was superseded 
as physician to the Prisen, by Dr. Dimon 
who at once commenced treatment of Arm- 
strong for Pneumonia, and continued it till 
the 30th, (11 days after Dr P. left him,) on 
whieh day the patient died. 





* Dover's Powders, composed of Ipecac. 

Opium, and Sulphate of Potash. 

t Bis in Die—twicea day. 
t Ter in die—three times a day. 

. § Spanish flies plaster. 
Peritonitis—Inflammation of the bowels 
Stranguary—Suppression of urine. 

; Drops. 





DEATH RESULTING FROM THE 
APPLICATION OF A BLISTER. 


Dr. Watson relates the case of a child 
aged 4 years, tothe back of whose neck a 
female relative applied a blister. It re 
mained on eight hours, and slipped to the 
side ofthe neck. The integuments became 
inflamed, and there was a disposittion 
sloughing, especially over the sterno-cleidc 
mastoid musele. The child was seen by Dr 
Watson, and then had been suffering twelv: 
days, but was able to play about the house , 
complaining only when the sore was dis- 
turbed by dressing. It had been dressed by 
poultices, and with the ointment of hydrio- 
date of potassa. Finding that the sore was 
excessively sensitive, and the child refracto- 
ry, and suffering severely from the dress- 
ing, an anodyne poultice was recommended, 
which was then changed for unctuous dress- 
ings. At the end of a week from the first vi- 
sit, she was again seen, and found in a 
state of nervous prostration, bordering on 
collapse ; her skin cold, lips blue, respiration 
short and labored, her intellect clear, her 
temper irascible and fretful, he’ pulse about 
forty. She was also vomiting continually, 
especially after attempting to swallow, or 
when moved, or when her head was elevated 

She made no complaint of pain in her sto- 
mach, or other internal organs. She was 
constantly crying for drink, which she swal- 
lowed in a ravenous manner, without as- 
suaging her thirst. 

The matter ejected from the stomach was 
simply a deep greenish bile, diluted with wa- 
ter. Stimnlants were applied with; some par- 
tial benefit, but she continued to sink, and 
died the following morning. No autopsy was 
made. She was exhausted, from the irrita- 
tion of the exposed and ulcerated surface, and 
died in a state of pure nervous exhaustion. 
The vomiting came on before the other 
symptoms of collapse, and continued to the 
last. 

The London Lancet, in noticing this case, 
observes : 

“Some share in this fatal result must be 
assigned to the irritating application—oint- 
ment of iodide of potassium—a rather un- 
usual application to a blistered surface.” 

The first remark we have to make on the 





Pulv. Rhei.—Pulverized Rhubarb. 
i Ut hier—as yesterday. 
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above case is, that it is unreasonable to blame 
the “ female relative” for applying the blis- 
ter; for, allopathic physicians do so on in- 
fants every day—not only on the neck, but 
on the chest and thighs; and in some in- 
stances allat the same time. We have seen 
the little creatures almost literally covered 
blisters. The “female should not be 
blamed ; she followed the instruction of the 
highest authority of her school. 

Again: We agree with the “ Lancet” that 
hydriodate of potassa had something to do 
with the death of this child. At the same 
time we look with more suspicion on that 
“anodyne poultice.” Let us analyze the 
ease. The condition of the child at the time 
the doctor first saw her, was caused by the 
cantharides, and hydriodate of potassa. The 
doctor recommended an “ anodyne poul- 
tice.” The composition ef this poultice we 
do not positively know, but in the pathogene- 
sis of opium we have these sy:mptoms, which 
will be seen to correspond most strikingly to 
those of this child ;—“ great weukness,” 
which corresponds to the “ nervous postra- 
tion ;"—** general coldness of the skin; pulse 
slow: violent thirst; vomiting of greenish 
matter ; obstructed respiration.” Hydriodate 
of potassa causes “ iracibility, passion and 
quarrelsome humour,” Cantharides causes— 
“ disposition to be angry and to fly into a 
rage.” These three drugs, but most likely, 
the “ anodyne poultice,” caused the death of 
the child. 

We rememberto have been called some 
our years ago toa child of about the same 
age, to whose neek its mother had applied a 
blister ; and with results, so far as the inflam- 
mation and sloughing goes in the above 
case, more terrible.—This case was cured in 
two weeks or nearly so, by very small doses 
of spirit of camphor repeated three or four 
times a day, without any poultice or oint- 
ment ofany kind. Camphor is an antidote 
to cantharides. If physicians would study 
the Homeopathic materia medica, they would 
be able to detect drug symptoms with a preci- 
sion which those unacquainted with it can 
searcely conceive. And in this age of ex- 
cessive indulgence in drugs, they should be 
on the lookout for the symptoms of them, and 
avoid attributing effects to disease, which are 
caused only by drugs. 





DEATH BY MORPHINE. 


We have been informed of two cases of 
death in young children, caused by mor- 
phine. 

One ofthese cases came under the notice 
of a physician of our school, who instantly re- 
cognized the cause, and frankly Rated his 
opinion of it. But it was stoutly denied that 
any opium had been given tothe child. Fi- 
nally, however, the nurse admitted that she 
had been in the habit of taking morphine as 
ananodyne. In no way could this child have 
been poisoned by this drug, other than 
through the breasts of the nurse. 

In the other case, the child had nursed its 
own mother, who had also taken morphine 
as an anodyne. It is a very common prac- 
tice for physicians of the old school to pre” 
scribe opium or morphine tonurses, and mo- 
thers while nursing; and also, (as every apo- 
thecary knows,) hundreds of nursing mo- 
thers, of their own accord, take one or the 
other of these drugs in large quantities. 
Consequently many of these cases of convul- 
sions in children, which are so numerous, 
especially in cities, are owing to effects of 
opium, or other anodynes. 





The late Dr. James Johnson several years 
ago related the case ofa gentleman in Lone 
don, who for “ epileptic fits of the most vio- 
lent and distressing kind” took netrate of sil- 
ver ; beginning with a quarter of a graip 
three times a day, gradually increased. The 
fits entirely ceased in about six months; the 
medicine, however, was continued for the 
space of three years, the dose being eighteen 
grains a day for nearly all the third year. 
His skin became intensely blue and conti- 
nued so for twenty-five years, up to the time 
the case was reported. 

The patient, who was “a highly intelli- 
gent man,” averred, “that he never expe- 
rienced any uupleasant effect from the medi- 
cine; indeed, he felt no effect at all, except 
its remedial power in arresting the epilepsy.” 

It is often charged upon homecpathic 
doses of drugs, that no sensible effects are 
experienced by those who take them ; there- 
fore, say our opponents, although cures may 
follow, yet the drugs have no agency in such 
a result ; it is “ nature, diet or imagination,” 
orsomething else. But in the above case, the 
cure is attributed without any hesitation to 
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the drug employed in it, although the patient 
“ felt no effect at all,” not even from the 
enormous doses, which were continued for 
So Many yars. 

The above case shows another very im- 
portant fact, which is, that drugs are capable 
of causing deleterious effects in the human 
system which can never be removed. This 
man, no doubt, carried his “blue” skin to 
his grave. The nitrate of silver continued to 
act for 25 years, and yet homeopaths are 
langhed at for asserting that certain drugs 
will act in the human syst>m for sixty days. 


HOMCEOPATHY IN THE UNIVER- 
SITY OF BERLIN. 


We read the followtng in an Allopathic 
Journal, the Med. Centr. Zeitung, 1845, No. 
48, Berlin. 

Perhaps no medical lectures were ever so 
well attended at the University, as those of! 
Professor Schultz, on Homeopathy and Al- 
lopathy. The largest theatre in the Univer- 
sity could scarcely contain the audience, 
who evidently followed, with the most pro- 
found attention, the course of the celebrated 
teacher. As might have been expected, the 
relation of allopathy to homeopathy was 
brought into a perfectly novel point of view, 
founded entirely upon the’ experiments of 
Professor Schultz himself, and pursued in 
the spiris of his general pathology. The ne- 
cessity of assigning to homeopathy a place 
in scientific medicine was recognized, the 
obvious defects in the present state of allopa- 
thy were not concealed, and the utmost anx- 
iety is manifested to ascertain what conclu- 
sions Professor Schultz will arrive at with re- 
spect to the grand medical problem; but ao 
doubt he will take for his guide the general 
rules ‘laid down in his work on pathology.— 
British Jour. of Homeopathy. 









from time to time, will be developed, until it 
shall be acxnowledged that “ Tae American 
Journat or Homaoparuy” has accomplished 
the objects had in view in its publication. 

Hereafter it will not be sent to any but ac- 
tual subscribers, agreeably to the terms as 
stated on the first page. 

The publisher thinks it is not asking too 
much of every Homeopathic Physician in 
these United States to send him his own sub- 
scription, together with these of his friends, 
not ef the profession, who may feel an in- 
terest in the success of homopathy- 

The Editors will attend the meeting of the 
“ American Institute of Homeopathy,” in 
Philadelphia, on the 13th inst., and they have 
kindly consented to receive subscriptions 
from those present on that occasion. 





The British Journal of Homeopathy con- 
tains a letter from Professor Henderson of 
the University of Edinburgh, to Dr. Jno- 
Forbes, which we shall fully notice hereafter. 

Mr Radde has published it in a pamphlet. 
We must say, as all who read this letter anc 
Dr Forbes Review will think, the doctor 
successfully and guife satisfactorily answered: 





We have had the pleasure to hear a course 
of Dr. Wieting’s lectures. The subject 
commends itself to all who care to know the 
laws and conditions of health and rational! 
enjoyment. 

The Dr. makes his lectures interesting, 
and we feel a siacere desire to have our 
friends hear him. A proper adherence to his 
suggestions as relating tothe natural con¢i- 
tions of health, and an application of the law 
of cure, (when necessary) will secure health 
to all who are seeking it. 





Ztr We look tothe time when it will not 
be necessary to use the terms, homeopathy 





The publisher of this Journal is gratified at | 
the favourable reception it has received from | 
members of the profession i..d others. Al- 


or allopathy. 

And this period will have arrived when 
the profession abandon the materia medica ot 
the old school, which it must, and cannot 


though the first namber was more a prospec- | avoid if it would, and adopt the meteria me- 
tus than any thing else, yet subscriptions | dica of the new school. We take our posi- 
have come in, sufficient in amount, to indi- | tion here, and think we are prepared to 
cate the complete success of the undertaking. | maintain it; that whoever receives, the ma- 
To render it still more acceptible and useful, | teria medica of the homeopathic school must, 
four more pages have been added ; and other | as a necessary consequence, practice every- 


smprovements are in contemplation, which: | thing essential to it. 
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